






While the military sights are small and hard to see, Rock
Island Armory gun posted some fine groups. Average group size
with the different loads ran as follows: Aguila 230-FMJ, 
3.4 inches; IQ, 2.75 inches; Black Hills 185 JHP, 2.875 inches;
230 FMJ, 3.1 inches; Wolf 230 FMJ, 3.5 inches. The best 
five-shot group was posted with Black Hills 185 JHP, which
pounded five rounds into just 2 inches. Aguila was hard on 
its heels though, with its lightning-fast IQ, which scorched 
five rounds into 2.5 inches. 

Average group size with all loads was 3.125 inches. There
were zero malfunctions or problems after the initial break-in.
The last thing I did was to casually fire 10 rounds offhand at a

steel silhouette placed at 100 yards. I rang it loudly 7 times. All
in all itÕs an accurate and reliable 1911 that looks good and is
well worth the money.

In addition to running SARCO, Charlie is also the President
of FAIR (Firearms Importers Roundtable) Trade Group. This
organization was founded in 1994 and protects the interests of
firearms importers by monitoring legislation. 

The groupÕs goal is to keep American firearms and ammuni-
tion markets open to the global community of suppliers. This is
to provide a Òlevel playing fieldÓ so that American consumers
have the broadest market choices. ItÕs good to know that while
the anti-gunners do their best to restrict what we may own 
organizations like FAIR are out there.

Emily and I came away quite impressed by SARCO, its
employees, and the family that founded the company. Charlie is
ever vigilant for a Ògood dealÓ and he filled me in on a couple
he has recently made. With the inside scoop IÕm already saving
my pennies for when the goods arrive

The Philippine-made Rock Island Armory 1911 proved to
be not only good-looking but accurate and reliable as
well. It appeals to those who want a GI-style .45 auto.

The employees of SARCO, Inc.
would like to dedicate this article
to Glenn DeRuiter who died in a
tragic accident June 29, 2002.
Well known to people in the
industry, Glenn had worked at
SARCO for 28 years. He will be
missed by all of us.
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However, I couldnÕt travel all the way to SARCO and come
back empty handed! While I couldnÕt afford their exceedingly
rare Mle 1918, I did get a MAS Mle 1936 for my collection.
After 40 years SARCO continues to grow and expand. I just
keep wondering what Charlie might find next!

The stock at SARCO ranges from strong boxes from 
the days of Wells Fargo to Soviet-built Mig-21 jet cock-
pits. The Steen motto is, if itÕs priced right, buy it!


